Berners' Pack Outfits

Pine Creek Pack Station


      Sequoia Kings Pack Trains

PO Box 968                                                          PO Box 209

Bishop, CA  93515                                               Independence, CA  93526 

Tel: 760-387-2797                                                Tel: 800-962-0775

Email: pinecreekps@aol.com                          Email: bernerspack@yahoo.com 

Resupply Information         

Planning Your Resupply 

When planning your resupply date, consider trail and weather conditions, the hiking abilities of yourself and your group, with your planned itinerary.  Allow an extra day of provisions with your timing of picking up your resupply. Please make arrangements with us in the event of a no-show at the designated meeting place and time.  A secondary plan has specifics on what you want us to do with your provisions.  We can leave your provisions in the nearest bear box, provided there is room, for up to 24 hours.  You would have to take care of your own trash.  It can not be left in the bear box.  We highly recommend you schedule to meet us on your lay-over day.  Our Staff will take out your trash, mail, whatever (extra clothing, etc.).  If we do not meet you, and we leave your resupply in a Park Service bear box, you must take out your stuff, as it can’t be left in the trail box.  Pack it in and pack it out timely.  Please pack any wet refuse in double zip-lock type bags which don’t leak.  We do not pack out human refuse for sanitary and health reasons.  

You can arrange for us to bring in fresh provisions and fuel.  We have a section in this information addressing those concerns.  Sequoia Kings Pack Trains provides resupply services along the JMT and its lateral trails, from Shepherd, Kearsarge, Sawmill, and Taboose trailheads.  Pine Creek Pack Station provides resupply services to Pine Creek Pass, French Canyon, Hutchinson Meadows, Evolution Valley area, Morgan Lakes, Lake Italy, Merriam Lake areas. There is a minimum fee for the services, and regular fees based on destinations.

Packing Up Your Provisions 

Use sturdy cardboard boxes or plastic buckets. You can use as many parcels as you need to accommodate your gear.  Maximum dimensions for any one parcel are 20”x16”x12”.  Maximum weight for each parcel or bucket is 50 pounds.  Apple, orange, or copy paper boxes work well.  Banana boxes do not work.  Double-bag all powdered items. Place containers holding liquids in plastic bags to prevent leakage.  A larger plastic bag lining your bucket or box is suggested, but not always necessary..

Number each parcel as 1 of 3, 2 of 3, 3 of 3, so we know the number of parcels in your resupply.  On the outside of each parcel place the following information:  pack station name and address, party name, delivery date, destination.

Attach envelope with final payment due station, labeled ‘Message to Packer’ on outside of a parcel.  In this, include specific instructions with a name, phone number of a contact person who may need to be contacted by us concerning your trip.  Please also include a copy of your itinerary.  

Provisions Purchased by Pack Station 

You give us specific instructions on what you need us to purchase for you, such as fuel or fresh food items.  The fee for this service is $50.00 plus the estimated costs of the items you wish us to purchase.  We give you sales receipts for items purchased and included them with the delivery of your resupply.  You can pay us any difference upon your return home.

Receiving Your Provisions 

For all destinations, you can deliver your resupply in person to us at our station in Onion Valley, or to our station in Pine Creek.  It is necessary to make arrangements for when you plan to arrive at the pack stations so we can be sure we have Staff there for your arrival.  We store your resupply provisions in bear and rodent proof containers and areas.  

By USPS, send priority mail to Sequoia Kings Pack Trains, PO Box 968, Bishop, CA  93515,  or to Pine Creek Pack Station, PO Box 968, Bishop, CA  93515.  The post office in Independence, CA does not work as well for retrieving packages timely. 

By UPS or FedEx , send to Pine Creek Pack Station, 85 Pine Creek Road, Bishop, CA  93514,  We will transport from Pine Creek to Independence destinations ourselves.   

Meeting You at the Pack Stations 

You can hike out of the High Country to our stations and pick up your resupply.  Hot showers and overnight camping at adjacent Onion Valley campground (USFS) are available.  Camping overnight at the pack station may be available in 2011 season.  Contact us for information on this.  Be sure and let us know the day you expect to arrive.  The fee to handle and store your provisions at either station is $125.00.  This includes meeting you or pick up at the post offices, and transport from Pine Creek to Onion Valley stations and USFS fees.  We need to know your expected arrival date.

Meeting You on the Trails 

We meet you on the trail destination at specific pre-arranged locations, date, and time.  You do not have to meet us at a bear box.  However, we can not leave your resupply on the trail. Bear box locations are available from the National Park Service, Wilderness Office, Three Rivers, CA  03271, telephone 559-565-3761. We are not responsible for your resupply if we leave it in a bear box.  There are no caches allowed per NPS regulations.  Please plan to meet us at the requested destination.  We can come in a day early, such as to Vidette Mdws or Rae Lakes areas, to meet you early in the mornings or for arrivals after 1PM. We can arrive at the one day destinations between 11AM and 1PM.    Costs for packing in are by destination or minimum resupply packing fee.  Quotes provided upon request. 

Reservations, Payments, Cancellations and Returns 

Reservations are confirmed with a 50% deposit of estimated total.  At the time of mailing your provisions to us, we will need a copy of your Wilderness Permit   and number in your party, not when placing your reservation with us.  Balance due can be attached to the outside of your resupply in an envelope labeled ‘Message to Packer’, sent by mail separately,  or paid at pack stations with your delivery in person.   If sending by mail, please send to our Bishop address, PO Box 968, Bishop, CA  93515, Attn: the Berners.

There is no credit given for cancellations.  If you need us to return your items because you didn’t pick them up as planned, and they are at the stations, you pay us to return your provisions by COD via the mail service of your choice or send funds to us so we can ship them back to you.  If we have to retrieve them from a backcountry location, there is a minimal packer/stock fee charged to that destination in addition to the funds already paid for the resupply service.  Rates available by request.

We thank you and hope we can help your journey possible with the resupply service available.  We are happy to answer any questions or concerns you may have.

Your hosts,

Brian & Danica Berner

Berners' Pack Outfits

Sequoia Kings Pack Trains, Independence, CA

Pine Creek Pack Station, Bishop, CA

2011 version 



